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1- The Tears of a Compunctionated and 

2 Compaſſionate ſpirit, ſhed over the Pale and 
Conſumptive Face of Heart-fick Ex LAND, 

| iſſuing as from the bleeding Heart of a Son 
over his. languiſhing Mother. 


| EXPREST 


| Is LETTER to a Friend. 
\ 


My Dear Friend, x 0 | 
4 F a Friend be born for Adverſity, being brought forth into the 
World of Friendſhip, on purpoſe to live, and breath like him- 
ſelf in that Winter- ſenſon, when others dye ¶ and either ate not 
or elſe are unſavoury] like to gaudy Flowers with the Summer of 
Proſperity ; what may you promiſe your ſelf from me, who. - 
avow. my ſelf ſo perfectly your r day of. Publick and 
Common Calamity ! If Frie ut as it qere in ĩu Mino- 
riry and Pupilage, whil't at Nurſe Da proſperous a5, tben may, ic 
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(49) 
reaſonably be expected, to exert ſome manly and yi: ile expreſſions 
of its full Age, Growth and Scrength, in the datkelt of advetlg, 
Nights. It is but little that I am capable of, but my Love is noc 
little | nor the leſs for wanting due expreſſive Capacities J having 
hatdly any pefier sphstes to move inj ſave thoſe of Pay, aHũ EN 
hortation; and there only through the reflection of che healing 
beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Marvel not then, if my 
Love in the Lord, like fire oven d ap in a narrow toom, break out 
in the moceflamipg fervours of an enkindled zealouineſs, ſer on 
fite from Fexwen, | | 
Chriſten this Peper then by the Name ¶ to which I hope ics Na- 
tute will anſwer J of an Antidote againit the preſent Plague, it 
being an Alex:pharmacum againſt this Epidemical Peftilence , 
which marches G Man, trampling upon, and trium- 


like an arme 
phing in the Spoils of Thouſands, Week aſtet Week, as if it made 
Matick to it ſe f of the Groans of gaſping Men and Women, 
wh'l'tt their Heatt-ftrings crack, and burſt, with the touches of its 
readful hand ! 
But wo is me, that the High way of my Diſcourſe lies through 
G o{gotha ! what ſhould I be, but Jeremiah rediviv'd, with mine 
head reſolved into a Founta'n, and mine eyes turned into rivers of 
tears, guſhing out the imbittering ſorrows of my, Soul as through 
Floed-gates, aver to be ſhut , till the ſlaying of the Danghter of 
our People id over|! * , of ; 
Horror ſeizeth me, and Trembling poſſeſſeth me, as if I was 
ina Gulph duggin Ace/dama,bank't with Magormizabib, 
Could(t thou be more aftoniſh'r, oh my Soul, or more painfully in 
Travel, if my Pen was carved of a Bone, ſnatch*c out of the 
Grave, and dipt in Blood, ink-horn'd in an humane Skull! 
Let me ſhew you, if I can fot my heart, ot if your eyes drop 
not out with weeping , to behold what the Plague is, then the 
Cauſes, then the Cure thereof, as al'o a Preſervative there a- 
gainſt, till the day of Healing ſhall break and dawn upon us. 
If you would view this Leviathan, I cannot impaper you ſo 
lively a ſhadow of this Death, as you, may ſee in, a fe, Nights 
walks aftet thoſe heaps of Ca kaffes carried to their Pirs , whoſe 
cn pempous Funertls are ſadly Solemnizated with the Sighs and 
r b Groans 


8 
Groans of thoſt few left at home alive, asif it were but to dye it 
the next Aſſault of the Genetaliſſimo of the King of Tetrors ; but 
where all be ſwept away, how fad is that ſilence i chat is a cloſe 
mourning indeed, b 1 £ 
I ſhall not deſine it; yer give me leave to ſhew you its Nature 
in ics Name, which is not miſcall'd , either in its common Name 
Plague, nor — in its proper Name Peft:/exce out of the 
one, and che other, whereof we may ſpell infiruQion. | 

The Hebrew for Pligve is WIA which properly ſigniſies a tiroke, 

ot a ſcourging, 52 is a general word, ard ſigniſies any bes- 

vy flcoke of God. h Percufſit ad mortem. It is a firoke 

unto Death: And the Greek word Trarfſlated ſpeaks the ſame 
Fnglith, Myr a ripe or wound, 4 Thwrw, Per cut io, toftrike, 

whence Plaga, and thence our Engliſh Plague. Every Plague is 
not the Peſtilence, but every Peſtilence is a Plague, and may be ſo 
called; not only becauſe it is a ſtroke, or wound, but with an Em- 
phaſis ic may be ſo phraſed, as if no ſtroke were ſo much a ſttoke as 
the Plague, as we call it the Sickneſs ; as if other Diſeaſes were a 
kind of Health, compared thereto, and that alone the Sickneſs;; So 
then a Plague is a ſttołle from Heaven,which renders the blom more 
deadly, it being the lifting up, and _ of an Almighty 
hand agai a P-opl:, Let me alſo Engliſh the Hebrew for Peſti- 
lence, 21 (1) APeſt, killing Men, or preſent Deſtrustion, ot 

Death. The Caldee, and Septuagint, without more ado, call it 

Death, NNVI S-, and Thouſar.ds in England have had tea · 

ſon to call it by that dreadful name, as if the Prophet were hereby to 

be expounded, ſaving, Fer. g 21. Death is come up into our Windows, 

Some derive _icfrom a ward that fignifies Order, becauſe, the Peſli 

lence keeps Order ſometimes, ſparing none in its way, becauſe 

Rich, or Poor; but as it keeps Orderin one ſenſe, it breaks Orderin 

many more. Ochors derive it from a word that ſignifies to deſart, 

bacquſe vat and poputous Cities ate made D-ſarts thereby; in Piel 

it ſigniſies to ove turn too properly, Admit: Peſte evertuntur ; Trade, 

Life and ali being evertutned with the ſtroke of this hand. I find 

ic enquir'dand left unteſolved with in incert m oft, why the ſame· 

:rrers in Hebrew, which ſigniſie a word, M ſignifie alle.tha Fee; 
ilence, 
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ſlilence, which made me, under cortection, to conjecture this for i 
Reaſon, becauſe the Plague is the Voice of God when angry ; and 
comes and goes at his word; he ſpeaks but che word, and as Light- 
ning the unquiver'd Arrow flies to its ſlaughter ,, and at his word, it 
returns to its Quiver again. In the Greek, Famines and Peflilen- 
ces, N, nx} Aoyuoi, come from the ſame Root, and bear the 
ſame fruit in all Languages (1) Death, rooting out the Sons of men 
from the Land of the Living; and in Matthew, as well as in one of 
the Poets, they ate joined together. like Twins going hand in hand 
to kill and deſtroy. Sometime< I find the Plague in Scripture march- 
ing alone, and ſometimes with its Eællow-Commiſſionets, the 
Sword and Famine on eithet hand, to rutnate.and not to ſpare, And 
ſometimes the Plague or Peſtilence be mark*c with blacker Cha. 
racers, and written with more great and capital Letters, then at 
other ſome times it is found; ſo it is called a very greatPlague, Num. 
11, and wondertul Plagues, Deut. 28. a noyſom Peſlilence, Pal. 
91. or M1 MD a Leffe contritionum. It is aggravated ſome- 
times by ſeven times more Plagues, Levit. 26. and ſometimes it is 
threatned without number, by All my Plagues,Exod.g. ſometimes 
it is ſhewn with ſpecial tokens on its boſom, being called Peſtilence 
aftet the manner of Egypr, Amos 4. 10. But the ſmalleſt Chatact- 
ers thereof do decipher Sin, and imprint Sorrow where they come. 
Under which ſtroke of our pro oked Father, let us all wrice with pe- 
nitential teats on the doors of our hearts, ſhut up againſt fin, and 
open'd with ſtrong ctyes, and fervent ſupplications, Lord bave 
mercy p . 

Have you not by this time ſeen encugh | if the Lord pleaſed 
yea too much, what the Plague is? Is it not high time to find the 
ſpring of chis overflowing ſcourge, if ic may poſſibly be, to ſtop 
it up? 

And who will not conclude, that it 1s not more ſure that there is 
a Plague in England,then that England's Sin hath infected Her with 
the Peſlilence? Thy Sickneſs, O England, is bred out of thy own 
Corruption, thou haſt caught the Plague of thy ſelf, That is, the 
Plague of our Houſes, came from the Plague of our hearts. What- 
ever hand firſt brought ir, Gods hand ſent it; and our fins have ſent 
for it, crying aloud in the ears of his Jealouſic, till bis Diſj- 

pleaſure 
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pleaſure awaken d in Judgment, and found us out, and fin lying at 
our doors. 

And you may tead the Commonneſs of Sin, in the Common- 
neſs of the Calamity.; and that Sin ſpread Generally, in that the 
Sickneſs (preads.Epidemically. More indeed have fallen into Sin, 
chan have fallen by the Plague ; let us yer living, lay to heart that 
ſaying of our Lord, L»ke 13.4, 5.0n thoſe Eight perſons upon whom 
the Tower of Sil» fell, and flew them, 7 bink ye that they were 
ſinners above all men that dwelt in Jeruſalem ? Itell ye Nay ; but 
except ye repent , ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Thou haſt not hid 
thy Sin, O £ng/and, neither doth God hide his Judgments. Thou 
hatt ſinned openly, and God rebukes thee openly ; he ſtrikes thee 
not ia ſecret ; thou may it run and read; or rather lie down and feel 
his Diſpleaſure. 

I do not undertake here to determine for what ſins we thus ſmarr; 
I much father wiſh, that every one would ſearch his own heart, and 
try his own wayes, ard finding the fins cf his Soul, cry out, Hinc 
ile Lachryme, Ihave found thee, O mine E , in mine own 
boſom ; and ſo turn again unto the Lord before it be too late, be- 
fore ſentence paſs againſt us from Heaven irreverhbly, God he 
beſt knows, and I pray God ſhew every one his fin, whatever it be, 
that he may ſin no more, leſt 4 — thing come unto him. 

Yet I cannot but remember, having ſo lately read the Cauſes of 
great Plagues of Old, if in Scripture they be rightly Recorded, and 
if that Record from Heaven be true, which ſome perhaps who may 
bave the heart, yet bave not the face to queſtion. 91 

Firft, The firſt that comes into remembrance, is that of the 
Egyptians , againſt whom Cod fought with an Hoſt of Plagues, 
matching under Ten Colours. They were overcrepr with Frozgs, 
like to be eat.up with Lice, ſwarming with Flies, rotting with the 
Murrain, ulcering with Boyles and B!-ip+, plagued with the Peſti- 
lence, Death ſhowr'd- upon them willi Hail mingled with Fite, 
they were ready to be ſwallowed up with Locuſts, Darkneſs as the 
ſhades of Death, midnighted them, they were ſlain in their Firſts 
born; and all upon this nice Conttovetſie (if Moſes be but a 
credible Author) whether poo: Iſrael ſhould go free, and wor- 
ſhip God, as he had appointed them, or no: and though their Jea- 

5B. 34 louſie 
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louſie (that 1/rae/-bane ) ſcandal'd them egainſſ them, as againſt 


a People who, they ſaid, would join with their Enemies, miſcilting 
them an idle People: Vet God at laſt, after an hot Diſpute, con- 
cluded againſt the «/£gyprians,and had his will of them, and wrought 


Iſracls deliverance trom their imbondaging Yoke out of the fire, 


or rather out of the nr. And there was no end of their Plagues, 
tin Gods people weto ſet free; when that was promiſed to be done 


at any time, God-made'a Ceflation z but upon the renewing of their 


Affliction, God renewed their Plagues. 

Secondly , I find the Plague bred at another time by an evil Re- 
port brought upon the 200d Land, Vumb. 1 . 37. Thoſe who brought 
it , dyed of the Plague before the Lord, God will not bear it, 
char men ſhould diſparage a Land which he had recommended ; and 
diſcoura2e his Peoples entrance into Canaan, when he had ſo freely 
given, and faithfully ſerled it on them by promiſe. 

\ Thirdly, find the Plague the iſſue of Fornication both Corporal 
and Spiritual, begot by unlawful Contracts of Women and Idols. 
It is the Bratt of Whoredoms, legitimated ſo far by the Juſtice of 
God, as to eat up and devour Adulterers. Numb. 3 1. 16. When 
they committed folly with flrange Women , and then with their gods 
in the matter of Peor, there was a Plagu: amongſt the Congre- 
gation of the Lord. 2 Chron. 21. Ferobeam made high places in 
the Mountains of fadab, and cauſed the Inhabitants of Feruſalim 
te com fornication, and compel'd Judah. Behold with 4 great 
Plagus will the Loyd ſmite the people, ver. 14. ſo ſaith that woful 
Commination, bound with the Oath of God himſelf, Exel, 33. 
Te lift up your han1s towards Idols, and ſhed blood, and tand upon 
yo r Sword, and deſile every one his Neighbours wife; u Ilive; 
faih the Lord, they ſhall fall by the Sword'; and they that be in 
the Forts and Caves, ſhall dye of the Peftilence, Which inviſible 
Enemy, not to be ſeen till felt, can ſack Caſtles, ſcale Walls, force 
Guards, and ſlight the ſtrongeſt holds in the World. 

Fourthiy, I find all Sin indiſcriminatedly the ſeminary of Plagues; 
Read and tremble, Jer. 21. 9, 12. The beſt way to keep whole, is 
faithfully to endeavour to keep the whole Law of God; the breach 
of any of Gods Laws contumaciouſly perſiſted in, may make a 
breach for the Plague to come in at, roquarter with a people, till it 

give 
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(9) 
give them no quarter ; which the Lord acquaints us with without £ 
Parable, Deut. 28. 58, 5 9. F thou wilt not obſerve to de all the words 
of this Lum, &c. then the Lord will malę thy Plagues wonderful, 
and the Plagues of thy ſeed, and of long continuance, Behold , 
upon the reckoning aforeſaid, here is Judgment entailed, and Sick- 
reſs made hereditary. Deut. 28.14,15,21. Thon ſbali not go aſide 


from the words which command thee, to the right hand, or to the 


left; if thou wilt not bearken to the woyce of the Lord thy God, 
to do all his Commanements, the Lord will make the Peſtilence to 
clea ve to thee, till he bye oonſumed thee: And believe me, it will 
be hard ſhaking it off, when God makes it cleave on; and it falls off 
vety ſadly, when nothing will uncleave ic but the duſt of the grave; 
it is a woful falling off, when there ĩs nothing left to fall on: That 
killing word threatens them more formidably, than the blaze of a 
Comet, Till 1 conſume thee. And who will retain the name of 
Chriſtian, and not confeſs that he owes as compleat an obedience 
to the Law under the Miniſtry of Chriſt now, as they did, or could 
do to that of Moſes then? And if any man ſha'l ſhew himſelf ſo 
much a Son of Folly, and a Father of Dreams, as to flatter himſelf 
with a vain conceit, that he may make bold with Jeſus, becauſe he 
is ſo merciful an High Prieſt, and thence preſume to Rumble, or trip 
on the left hand of Prophanacion, or on the right hand of Super- 
ſtition, let him ſufficiently be corre&ed by the 10% of the Hebrpwy, 
ver.28,29. He that deſpiſed Moſes his Law, dyed without mercy; 
of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy of , who 
hath trolden under foot the Son of God? &c. Which, how well 
can 2 man do more, than by deſpiſing his Law, as was ſaid before of 
Moſes ? or which is worſe, if worſe can be, by deſpiſing and tramp- 
ling upon the Law-giver, as if he was either unwiſe , unfaithful, or 
unauthoriz'd in his own houſe (as Moſes confeſſedly was tive ) and 
ſo muſt be ſupply'd by others, though compar'd to him, the Wiſe- 
mans wiſdom is conceited folly ; his Fidelity, better nam'd Infi- 
delity; and his Farherhood, but as an Infant of yeſterday. 

To pals by the reſt, I ſhalł conclude, that Logs wife fands' not 2 
plainer nof a firnfer pithrto warn Poſterity hy, than doth this Truth 
in Sacted Writ , That incorrigibleneſs in fin will make the Plagu- 
incorrigible, that i, incurable, If _ deſpiſe Gods myes of heal- 
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ing, 


—— 


(10) 
Ing, God will mock at theirs,and laugh all their Antidotes to ſcorn 
Heark ho God thun ders from Heaven, hom bis Anger burns, hom 
his Fury ſmokes, in Per. 29. 19,20. J will. perſecute them with Fa. 
mire, Sword and Peſtilence, ber auſe they bave not hear ned to the 
words | ſext them by my ſervants the Prophets, &c. But they 
world not, Jer. 14.10, 12. They have loved to wander, and have 
not refrained their fret; when they fiſt, I w.ll not hear; but mill 
conſame them by the Famize, Sword and Þcſtilence. If men will 
not refrain their feet from the evikof fin, God wi I not refrain his 
hand from the evil of puniſhment, L:v.26..21,23,28. God will 
walk as contrarily ro men, as they can walk to him; and more, if 
they will not do Gods Will, they ſhall not have their own; to the 
froward, he will ſhew himſelf froward , and to the impenirene, he 
will not repenc of his fury; bt hath in ſtore ſi ven Plagacs more, 
and puniſhments ſeven times more, He will make the ſtout heart 
of man-ake or break, and will make men weary of their fins, or of 
their plagues and puniſhments. Who can.overlook that remark- 
able place, the fifth Chapter of. Iſaiah, from the St verſe, to the 
26:h, where this Truth ſtreams ina full Current'there is Wo — 4 
poured our (if the Flood-gates of Heaven can let out enough, 
thrown open by a mighty incens't hand) upon thoſe who call evil 
good, and good evil; who beſmeat the face of Holineſs wich re- 
proach, and paint that of Propharation, if not with fair, yet with 
paſſable Co ours; putting bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter; 
miſwtiting Gall on Veſſels of Honey, and Honey on Bladders of. 
Gall; calling Traſh and Ttumpery Bread, and Bread Husks ; cal- 
ling the ſnuffs of greaſe Lamps light, and the ſhinings of the Sun- 
beams darkneſs ; 28 if aman-could not be too bad, if he he nor. 
good; not eaſily an offender of men, who will break but enough of 
the Laws of. God; and who take away the righteouſneſs of the: 
rightcow from him, which they can never do before. the Lord, 
though they may do it before men; ĩt may be ſnatch'c away in the 
rewards thereof. in this World, but their works will follow them in 
that which is to come, and they ſhall be tewatded — Juit 
thus was our Lord and Maſter ſerved ; Ba: ralas at releaſed, and: 


Jeſus, that juſt and good, and bleſſed one was condemned. All his 


good Deeds, all his Righteouſneſs kept him not from: being — 
ted 


his turn, his Righteouſneſs was lo took away, that he was condemn- 
edasa Cd Wend no fault could be found in him, fave in 
the matter of his God. For which wilful miſtake, you may behold 
in the aforeſaid place , how Judgment triumphs , and Vengeance 
marches with brandiſht. Sword, and diſplay'd Colours, threatni 


put theſe words, For all this, bis Anger u not turned away, but bu 


Hand « ftruched out Mill. If men have not done, neither will 
God have done; if they will have the other Cup of Sin, they 
muſt have the other Cup of Sorrow, though the dreggs came 
lo it. 

Thus you fee. what Cockatrice Egge bred this fiery Serpent of 
old, that ſo much lung, 1ſrael to death time after time; and 
may therewithall remember that theſe things were written for our 
Learning. | 2 

Methinks by this time. you impatiently call for a Cure, be- 
ing pained, if not fainting at delay, whil'ſt Exgland like Rach:/, 
lies weeping for ſo many of het. Children, and will not be comforted, 
becenſe they art..not, 

I ſhall not multiply Remedies, left you loſe the Remedy in che 
Crowd, and refuſe all, not knowing which to chooſe ; and in ſearch 
cf rhe beſt, fix. on none. And ſince fruſtra fir per plura, quod 

fiers poteſt per pauciora; One Catholicon, preſcribed by the great 
Phyſitian, and Healing by the experience ot all Ages, may ſatisfie 
without Exception or. Perturbation. Thy None - ſuch then, '© 
©:glaxd,thine All- heal that can nevet fail thee, except thou tail thy 
ſelf therein, is in one word : 


cREPENTANCE. 


. Will it go down heartily? Will you tate it or mo? for. your 
Lives ſake refuſe not ſo wholſom a Remedy. 


But that thou may ſt not be deceived [ Thow, dia. Land of. my. 
Natrvity ] and that thou pleaſe not thy ſelf with fait Preſcripti- 
ons, on foul and inoperative Liquors { c pt to Intoxication ), 
let a Son of bowels, though abject, zſſure cheewith tears ip Wenn 


(ur) * 


bred amopgſt Tranſgreſſors. Danieli. unblameablenels ſerved not 
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and with an heart bleeding with thee, and for thee, that the F/;xar 
I ſpeak of, js to be had nowhere” but from the Laboratory of Hea- 
ven. It will never be found amongſt the ſubtle medlies, and pre- 
ſumptuous mixtures, and deadly, though enriching experiments of 
whatſoever Mountebanks „though g'1ded with the moſt flatreting 
Titles and Pretentions that ever the Serpent uſed himſelf, or com- 
myvicated to his Penſioners, as the Maſter· piece of Juggleiſm. So 
ſaid Ephraim, Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned; lo ſaid the 
Spouſe, Draw me, and I will run after thee ; and fo ſaid God him- 
ſe'f, I will take away the heart of ſ one, and give thee an heart 
ef fleſh : From whoſe hand the Acts of the Apoſtles receive their 

oronation, imbelliſh*c with this Jewel, enrict*c with this Grant 
of Repentance unto Life, Chap.11.18, who as the Apoſtle tells us, 
2 Tim. v. 25. gives Rerentance. Give, O Father of Mercies, this 
one bleſſing of Repentance unto C xg/and ; and in that Box of pre- 
cicus Oyntment thou preſenteſt us our heali g, and our ſo- 
veraign Cure. | 

Bur yet leſt Deceit ſhould lurk under Generals, and that thou 
may'ſt particularly know the balm of Gilead, you may be enſut d 
that you ate tight, 

Firſt , If your Repentance be true and legitimate, not ſpurious 
and adulterxte. Counterfeit Antide tes may delude the Patient, a- 
buſe his hopes, trifle away a critical hour, leave Natute to faint in an 
untelieved larguiſhment, and perhaps may ſer the few drops of the 
remaining Oyl in the Lamp of life, all into their laſt bl-ze, bur mi- 
niſter nothing to tecovery but an helpleſs deſperation. So, ſure 
I am, counterfeic Repentance belps not, heals not, profits not, un- 
leſs deluſorily,and in a Dream,Calenturing only the he d of men, 
and ſo ingulphing them in the Sea, inſtead of walking them in green 
and pleaſant Fields. Ir catches men out of the bottomleſs Pit with 
as hopeleſs Threads as thoſe of a Spiders Webb,forry ſupports upon 
which to hang the weight of Eternity, and of immortal Souls. It 
Lviſheth away the moſt improveable Treaſures of an hour of grace, 
leaving ſin in poſſeſſion after all irs Leaſes of Eegion, on which 
condition none ate refuſed the broad or privy Seal of Hell by the 
Prince of Darkneſs. It highly provokes God ro Jealouſie, who 
will not be mock't above all things, nor let any Coyn paſs for cur- 

| rent 


* * 
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rent with him, which is not imprefFwith'bis'owni Royal lamp. and 


image. A fotgety in the conveyances of ati eternal Eſlate, plei 
12 55 one (on as the Devil, who knows that the OE 
is thereby made ſeven times the Child cf 'wrath more than before; 
and that the Houſe thus ſwepr, is only made the more ready to en- 
rettain him, with ſeven more unclean ſpirits with him therein, to 


keep the Revels'of Hell within the more ſecurely and unſufpeRted- . 


ly, under the well-painted Signs of Repentance hung fairly in ſight 
withour, 

And true Repentance may undeceivingly and unmiicarryingly 
be judged of, by its having more ot leſs of the heatt of man there- 
in ; if all ones heart be in it, it is then good, and cannot be 
countetfeit. If none of ones heart be therein, iris then good for 
jult nothing; as unſavoury Salt, ic will not ſo much as enrich the 
Dunghil, Let then my heart on thy behalf ( dear England) 
&cchg to chat voyce of Heaven, Oh that there were ſuch an heart 


in the: 


S coudly, Thy Repentance is warrantable, if it be compleat and 
full, as it is preſcribed in the Diſpenſatory of Heaven, the Scrip- 


tures of Truth; compounded at leaſt of humiliation of ſpirit , and 


of reformation of life, and that 1n the ſimplicity of thy heatt, or 
elſe its deficiency teprobates it; and all this elaborared with the 


ſirit of prayer, and of ſupplication, Fer. 31.18,19,20.. Iſe. 1. 15, 


16,1771 8,19. Dan. g. from the 5b verſe to the 21. Where the 


inf<&Mion is deep, the application muſt be ſo ſoveraign, as to chaſe. 


it out of thole deeps, and to eradicite and extitpate it, or elſe it 
Il in one place or ocher obſtinately maintain ſome of irs ſtrong 
bolds againſtthe life of man. Sin iavenoms the very heart, ind 


if Repentance Teach not thithet, it doch nothing f the Fountain. 


muſt be cleanſed, or elſe the ſtreams be tinRured ail in vain. It is 
equally loſt labour to waſti the Blackamoor, as only to waſh the 


mouth, or face, and wipe the lips; make clean workas you go, left 
co hot 


the fite catch hold on the remains of the ſtubble, and prove 
for you. Sin is lirangely diſſeminate; nd littie Nettie ſprigge, nor 


Root lets bf, Thorns will ſpriag ſo fuſt, nor ſprend e far assi; no 


Leven will ferment ſo ſoon, not incorporate intro the whole lump 
like Sin; it muſt therefore be pluckt all up, tet whar is left Ring, 


and. 


= 
SSR S 


—— 


(14) 


and pierct᷑ thy Soulto death; and purgedall out, leſt the litile he- 
—— to leven, and be e whole. You muſt put 
off the old many or you ate a dead man; without Reformation, 
you miſcall any thing you call Repentance, To ſin anew, is to 
abett old fins, not to repent of them; if it do repent. of any thing, 
it is only of Repentance; it is not much in a fit to make a vomi- 
ting up of ſin, and with the Dog, to lick up the ſame Vomit again 
whenthe qualm is over. If finlive, you will dye. If fin be your 
Soveraign, you are no Subject of Repentance, Without a new life, 
there is no amendment; all is rather worſe and worſe, And your 
Repentance, as it muſt be very general, ſo it mult be very parcicular, 
of all ſin, and of every ſin.; becauſe every fin is ſo venemous, that 
it may prove deadly in the extteameſt corner of thy heart. He is 
far from whole, who hath but one or two weunds in twenty cured; 
and they it may be but ſuperficially, and meerly skin'd over neither, 
Death can ſiod its way in at ons breach, and take its fill of ſpoils, 
He is little the bettet for his Medicine, whoſe pain is only chaſed 
from the feet to the hands, from the hands to the head, whence it 
may ſhoot as deadiy Arrows, and it may be more point-black to 
the heart than before; it is little the near that the pain is cn foot, 
ſo long as ic keeps ſo ſure-footing in the man. The leaving of 
one fin, and taking of another, is but leaving one to keep the reſt 
the cloſer ; and thoſe retained, may be as near a way to Hell as the 
other; and may ſufficiently arm vengeance againſt a man both in 
this world, and in that which is to come. To reform one day, and 
fin another, is to be well only, as ſome ſeem to be in-F-avers, till 


the return of the next Fit, and then they be as bad, or worſe than 


before, Repent of all fin, and then 1: is fin you repent of; if all 

fin be forſaken, then thou may' be fure that Chriſt hath ,*or elle 

will make thee whole. | | 
Thirdly , It ought to be univerſal. - National Sins, call for Na- 


tional Repentance ; Epidemical Diſtempers, call for proportio- 


nable Remedies, Wben the whole Houſe is on fire, it is a poor low 
aſſiſtance to quench only a Threſhold, When the whole man is 
kek, it is a- faint, lifelef, application to cure only a joint or two. 


Some Diſtempers are too far diſſeminated to be cured by Topicks ; 
where all have ſinned, all muſt repent that mean to bz _ The 
epen- 
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pentance of 1 few, though it may do much in the caſe of the Peni- 
rents own Soul, yet ic may ſignifie but an owicron to a Nation laden 
with iniquicy. Thus whole Ninevch being in the black Bill, firſt by 
the ſpors of .. their own fin, and then by the tokens of Gods wrat 
mark'c unto death, they generally drunk of this Antidote; the 
Cup of Repentance went round, and ſo they drunk their own 
health; though it were bitter to the fleſh , they Rood not upon 
that in caſe of life and death, Jona 3. from the fifth to the end. 
Let every one turn from the evil of hu way, and from the vio- 
l-nce that 1 in bu hand, ſaith the King of Nizveb, fitting under 
a Canopy of Sackcloth poudet'd with Aſhes, Let all thoſe who 
hate to be reformed, and will not repent, ſaying to the Lord, De- 
part from us, we deſire not the knowledge of thy Law; oh let 
them have a care that the Ulcers of their hearts do not gangreen, 
and that the Lord be not awakened to cut them off, as he doth 
Thouſands week after week. 

Feu thiy, It ſhould be timely : Why comes the Doctor, when 
the poor Pati. nt is dead? What need of water, when the houſe is 
in Aſhes ? how heartleſs are thoſe hands who are building their 
Wall, when the Sea hath already broken in, and is much likelier to 
ſweep them away at their work, than they are to check irs fury, and 
foaming rage ? Princip1us ob ſta, was ſeaſonable counſel, Preven- 
tatives, and Preſervatives, is wiſe mans Phyſick. Delay is moſt 
dangerous, poor Forty dayes thereof had given Ninev:h up a prey 
to utter deltrugion, As Nature is ſomecimes ſo far ſpent that 
there is no room for Remedy, ſo Grace is ſometimes ſo ill treated, 
that the Sun of that day ſets, and then poor Souls have miſerably 
benighted themſelves. In ſuch a black and dark hour, our Lord 
could tell Jeruſalem in teats, O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often 
would I have gathered thee, & c? but thou wonldeſt not; but now 
8 now, this ſad and woful, and too too late now) behold your 

ouſe us left unto you deſolate. They ſhall ſeek, me early, ſaith 
the Lord, and ſhall not find me; 1 will laugh at their calamity, 
and mock, when their ftar comer, Prov.1, There is a Day;an Eve: 
ning, a Sun- ſet rather, when Naab, Dame! and Fob, can deliver 
neither Son nor Daughter, ſave their own Souls, Learn. (OSoul) 
of the Stork,and of the Swallow, thy time of returning, whil'tt 
C mercy 
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mercy and thy miſery be in their ſpring ; left if the Tide of mercy 
ebbe away ftom — the floods of Juſtice overflow thee. Send, 
O Lord, ſuch ready Miniſters, as baſined ling · in; Ie out of Sedom, 
to ſpeed finners out of the wayes of fin and death, into the paths 
of repentance and life, How ſad is it wich a poor Wrerch, whoſe 
pain forceth him to cry out, Good Dvftor, will nt hing help me, vo- 
_ eaſe m:? I would gladly drink away my pain in the bit- 
tere t potion; I would endure — Bli ſtering, Cupping, any 
thing in exchange of my pam ; and after all, meets but this drop 
of cold comfort, It i tos late now io ſav! my own life, I cannot 
Save yours ; you ſhmld have ſent before, Death will o be your 
Phyſirian, and your Phy ck, tes. But bow infinitely more (ad is it, 
when Chriſt wich all his bowels, and n-twithltanding all his blood, 
and all his skill and ability coſave, and all his fulaeſs of grace, ſhall 
give over a ſinner, or a Jeruſalem as loft and gone, for having lot 
their feaſon, their day of grace. 

Fifthly, Let Nepentance be contin al, at leaſt till there is no 
more to be tepented of. A meer fit of Repencance will go over 
wich as vain a deliverance, as one or two uncimely , and fruitleſa 
pangs of 8 Woman, Relapſes are dangerous: To (in ag1in- ag 
ſoon as ever the Rod is gone, is to ſend for it again with a witneſs ; 
he that is weary of Repentance, will repent that weatine ſa. He 
that cireth in well-doin 2, however he begun, is like to make a bid 
end, It is in vain to faft from fin one diy, to take your fill of ir 


another; it can be to no good purpoſe to vomit up a little ſio, 


when ſmĩtten on the breaſt from Heaven with judzment, only co. 
make more way to drink in iniquity, as the Oxe drinks in water, 
and perhaps more greedily (for the Ove, and toe Aſs tao, know: 
when they have enough) when the ſtroke and pain be over. How 
black are thoſe bright · like hours, which are bat lizhtnings before 
death; where death doth but ſport a lictle wich life before be prey 
thereon ? how blacker are thoſe beginnings of Repentance that 
end in ſinuing, I ſhould fay in dying, which are but leapings up from 
Hal co ound the depth of the bottomleſs Pic ? Proceed then from 
ood to berrer, till thou beef, wich Chriſt, which is. beſt of all; 
2 if thon groweftevil again, thy latter end be wore than thy be- 


ginnigng. 


And 
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And if this Antidote (1) ſucha Nepentante, ſo true, ſo com- 
leat, ſo univerſal, ſo tithely, ſo progreflive,do not, if taken ariglit 
y Gods race, cute thee, O Zxplard, I dare be ſick, and 
dye for thee, and receive all thy Arrows , till there be no place 
lefe whereon to Wound me; till deach be even glutted wich 
devouring me; and1i e my perſwaſion this confidence, be- 
ing nouriſht by conſiderations which will bear it up, and beat 


it out; and thoſe from 
Father. 
God the Son, 


Meditations of 5 pe nitents. Spirit. 
Repentance. 


The honour of God is his Crown Jewel, the tendeteſt apple of his 
Eye; and Penitents are made very conſcious thereof, deſiring not 
that the moſt High ſhould give his glory to another, adoring his 
grace ior cefafing to take ic in their confuſion, and chooſing to re- 
ceive it in their converhon ; wherefore hearing bis voyce , they 
lay it to heart, and give glory to his Name, ctying Holy, Holy, Ho- 
ly, both to Father, Son and Spitit. 


Firſt, They glorifie God the Father, which was the work of his 
finleſs Son when in the World; and that, 

1. In his Sovetaiguty, co which they bring theit Tribute, and 
pay their Homage, as moſt due, weeping out in confeſſive 
Tears, that he wounds, and that he alone can beal; he Kills, 
and none but he can make alive; and for their lives they dare 
not go to any other, and not to him; finding that though 
their deſtruction be of themſelves, yet cheir ſalvarion is on- 
ly of the Lord, to whom they come, proſtrating rheir faces 
on the ground, and in the duſt, knowing, that if he (peaks 
the word, it is done, they ſhall be made whoſe. If be but 
command deliverance , it will run, heften, and fiand fat und 
1 mercy but ſay I will ( O England ) de thou whole, all 
1 
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2. Penitents hearts ſer too their hands in ſubſcription to the 


Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of God, who Will be juſtified hen he 


eth wherefore they ſweetly weep our in conſott roche voyce 
of the Rod, We have finned', what. ſhall we do: unte thee, O thou 
preſerver of men! It is aSoveraignty appendant to the Crown of 
a Father to give thoſe refraory Children correction, who rebelled 
againſt inſtruction; they confeſs upon their knees, that their Fa- 
thers wiſdom conducts, and his boſom (out of which be ſnatcheth 
his roddy hand) moderates, and that his bowels mitigate every 
blow, and therefore ĩt is that every Twig is not turned into a Scor- 
pion ; and that the Scourge tings not them to ceath at every blow, 
whil'{t he deals with them not alter cheir (ins, nor te watds them at- 
ter their iniquities. 

We are as Clay ( cry out the cleavings of their hearts under 
the coaning furrows of the Rod) mart'd in the hands of th: Pot- 
ter, who might as well have daſh't us in pieces, and thrown us to 
the Dunghil, as have new moulded us in judg nent, to fit us for 
our Maſters ule in mercy. To this tune w:ep*c out David his pe- 
nitential ſtrains, Pſal. 5 1. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, 
Cc. Though he ſinned againſt Vriab, and his wife (as the Pro- 
phet caught him in his confeſſion againſt himſelf, in that he was the 
man that took away the poor mans Ewe lamb) yet ic being Gods 
Commandment he broke, his Law he violated , he forgot all o- 
thers, to'remember that he had ſinned againſt the Lord. It is the 
penitent heart, who in his Lamentations of a ſinnet, ſayes plain- 
lieſt, and fighs ſweetlieſt, Holy and true art thou O Lord, juſt a»d 
righteous are all thy works, and equal are all thy wayes Wbil't. 
the murmuring Impenicent muttets out, What have I dene? Why 
deth he find fault? 

2. Penitent Souls magnifie , by hoping in Gods mercy, crying 
out inthe ſame breath, To us telongs confuſion , but to thee be- 
longs mercy; wherefore though he killeth them, yet they dare 
not but to truſt in him, plowing up the fallow ground of their hearts, 
to ſowe the precious ſeed of their tears in hope, rending theic 
hearts, that grace may mend them with new ones, turning to the 
Lord, becauſe he js gracious, there being mercy with him that be 


may be feared ; ſaying with che Prophet, e knows, but God * 
* 


* 
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be entreated, and return, and repent , and leave 4 bleſſing behind 
him? Joel 2.1 3, 14. As if they could tell that God would turn 
from his fierce anger that they periſh nor, becauſe no body can tell 


| nothing to the contrary in the preſence of grace, the heights, and 


7 breadths, and depths, and lengths whereof, quicken their hope a- 
gaintt hope, as Sarahs heart was impregnated with hope when 
bet womb was dead. 


4. Penitent Souls ſubſcribe ro the Truth of God (at 
leaſt in hope) impreſſing and watranting thoſe, and ſuch like words 
of Truth. Return unto me, and I will return unte you, Mal. 3.7, 
Draw :igh ame me, and 1 will draw nigh unto you „James 4. 
When hey ſet forward to meet the Lord enthron'd on his Mercy- 
ſear, kilſing bis Seepter_engraven all with promiſes; beginning 
alſo to believe, that Curſes againſt ſinners be not gone out of 
Gods mouth in vain, and that in the end they will not prove Rat- 
tles for fools to ſport with, who make a mock of fin, keeping that 
May-game all the year long. They begin to know that fin will be 
the ruine of the impenitent, and that the Soul that fins without re- 
pentance ſhall dye, b*cauſe the mouth of Truth himſelf hath ſpo- 
ken ic. Believing the truth of the deadly Threats, and dreadful 
Cominations (as alſo of the rich and precious promiſes) they 
ſtart up to outrun them by Repentance , flying into the arms of 
mercy, unto the brealts of love, which milk themſelves out through 
the bleedings of Jeſus, and ſo they fall down at the footſtool of 
grace, till life, and love from the Father of bowels tak: them 
up, and ſer them down Sons among the heirs of grace through Je- 
ſus Chriſt. . 

5. They begin co eſpie a beauty in Holineſs, and a loath- 
L ſomneſs and leptoſie in fin, which was once vziled to them by the 
deceitfulnzſs of fin, and through the blindneſs of their own heatts 
Curtain'd by the wilie crafts of Satan, Their beloved fins are ha- 
ted, theic Miſtreſſes are maſtered,their right hancs are cutting off, 
as ſiniſter and leſt ones; their right eyes are plucking out, which 
look to Hell ward, that they may clearly diſcern the narrow way, 
that leads to Heaven, They begin to be ſick at heart, to fee them. 
ſclves in the mirror of the Law, adorning themſelves" after the 


dreſs of the Goſpel, waſhing, that they may be clean — — 


(20) 
blood of the New Teſtament, teſolving to be holy, becauſe 
their Farber is holy; and not to live, except he through his 
Son live in them; and never to love themſelver, till th: new 
= be formed in them, after che image of him that created 
them. 

Whence may I not conclude, That he that in Juſtice wounds them 
who diſhonour him, will in mercy heal thoſe who give glory 
to his Name , which he hach cauſed to be temembred for ever, by 
dat in all Ages he hath done, and given, and fotꝑiven fort the ſake 
thereof wherefore the Father will thus hondur Penitents, who 
honour him world without end. 


Secondly, In and wich the Father poor Penitents honour the 
Son allo, and that 


Neceſſity 
ina & Sutublengfs > of and in him. 
Sulficiency 


7, It ĩs ch: ſick, broken-wounded, dead in their own ſight (as 
are true Penitents,) whe find a neceſſity of Chriſt, who fear, and 
feel that the puriuers of blood will overtake them, and deſtroy 
them, unleſs ſanctuary'd in him, who alone is able to ſave ; it is 
they alone who cry out beartily, #/hat ſhall we do to be ſaved? 
finding all condemnation in themſelves, though none to them that 
are in (briſt Feſww, Who date call nothing balm, but what is in 
this Gilead of God; knowing neither help nor hope, except the 
PRI undertake them; that they are loſt to Eternity if 

2 find them not, and muſt damn and pet iſh except he ſeek and 
ſave them. 


2. Penicent Souls find a ſutableneſs in Chriſt, as if he had been 
filled and ſealed, and ſent on purpoſe for them, poor, weaty, and 
heavy laden hearcs ; if their wants had been to have ſpoken, if 
thꝛir wounds might have gaped out, if their weakneſſes and wea- 
riſomneſſes might have cryed, they would have beg'd in blood for 
juſt ſuch a Chriſt, fot the very Jeſus our Lord, had ny = 

. uſt, 


(21) 


du:, or could it have entred into a created heart to bave imagl- 
ned what none but the heart and hand of God could find, and 
bring out. Thi « ht; weep out their bleeding hearts, he, 
or no body, whom we deſire to love and ſerve , of dare to 
truſt, | 
This is Emanaet, ſo infinitely God, ſo unqueſtionably Man, 
who is our Mediator, and our Peace; there is not, there cannot 
be, we want not, we defire not ſuch another ; this alone is he, ſo 
willing, ſo good, fo gracious, ſo full, ſo fellow-fecling, fo 
dead, fo alive, ſo riſen, fo interceding, ſo powetſul, ſo peace- 
able with God and Men, that out of choice, as well as out of 
neceſſity, we acknowiedge him our King, Prieſt, and Prophet; 
Gods Chriſt, 3n4 our Jeſus ; finding all within him, what need 
they ſeck any thing without hin? which makes them ſing bet wixt 
weeping and ſmiling (with tears reſembling the ſhowres of Sun- 
ſhine) Op-n ye gates, ſtand open ye everlaſting doors , that the 
King of Glory may come in. 


3. Penitent Souls adore his Sufficiency; when Faith once be- 
gins to ſee What the Sccipture ſhews , beholding the Son of man 
walking is the Tree of Life, crying out, His grace mult needs 
be ſufficient for any of the Sons of men, that is ſufficient for us 
the very chiefeſt of finners, Who need feat Cure, that but come 
to him, that behold what he hach done for our Souls ? where the 
Leona'ds are cleanſed, the Deaf are made to bear, the Blind to 
ſee, the Lame to alk, the Dumb to ſpeak , the Dead to- live, 
and whence he hath caſt out ſo many Devils; who can bring bim 
a harder Cure 7 a worſe or more dangerous work and Cure, than 
te hath found in our hearts? and yet his grace is experiencedly ſuf- 
ficient for us: Ani thus penitent Souls honouring the Son, be 
will honour them ; and that by preſenting them to the Father co 
heal and cure, | 


Thirdiy, Penitent Souls glotiſie the Spirit, in his patient wait- 
ing for his ſo powerful ſtriviug, and unanſwerable pleading with 
them for bis ſo ſeaſonable remembrances , ſunnie illuminations, 


heavenly teachings, divine quicknings and enlivenings of _— | 
ot 
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ſor any kiſſes bteatbedin Prayer and Supplication: on them, bleſ- 
g him for” convincing and: more for- converting grace; fot 
cutting” off (be "over !Scourge" of ;rhe Plague from, theit 
' Hbuſes, by Ropping che ſpritig thereof in their. hearts: And who 
can behold poor Penitents thus gloritying the God of all Grace; 
and not conclude ; that the Grate and Peace, of God is and will 
be with them. And. thus God himſcif takes part with my 
confidence; ot rather is the hole thereof, who is on the ſice 
of this Truth: That true Repentance will be an effeRtual 
On agaluſt thy Plague (O England) never to be repent- 

of. | 


Secondly, Conſider P2nicencs themſelves ;- if your ſatisfaRtion 
want yet any grains, and have not full weight made to it, by what 
went before. For they do not only take pare with God, being 
on his good Spirits fide, againſt themſelves, ſubmitting, and yield - 
\ng unto, and being crucified with Ch iſt; being willing to be no- 
thing, to be any thing, that God may be all; judging with God, 
and for God againſt them ſelves; — thut boch in his Word, and 
in his Works. Fot let God judge the worſt againſt ſin that may 
be, they judge fo too, not caring what becomes of ſin, if it bz once 
out of their heatts; let ſin dye for them, ſo they may live; long - 
ing for nothing more, than to ſec its death at the feet of I: ſus, that 
fin may live no more in them to kill and deſtroy them, but that 
Chriſt may live in them to ſave and keep them alive; what God 
writes in his Law againſt them, poor ſelf. condemned Penitents 
ſubſcribe unto, acknowledging the black CharaQters ſet on theic 
hearts, and blick Lines drawn over their heads to be right and 
ſtrait; being caſt by Law, and ſente nc t as MalefaRors, as Sinners, 
as worthy of Death; they confeſsthe whole Bill when drawn up 
againſt them, own the Indi&ment, and plead: guilty ; and in the 
Court of their own Conſciences pronounce themſelves dead men, 
flying, and crxing vo Chit to blot out the Hand-writing againſt 
them, to ſatisfie the Law, to reverſe the Sentence, to forgive*the 
hole debt, to juſtifie them freely, by bis Grace, at whoſe mer 

y lie for life ot death. And alſo when the works of God in his 
Judgments carve guilt upon them in black and blew firokes, execu- 
a | ting 
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ting diſpleaſure , they judge themſelves guilty too, not knowing 


| how to judge othermiſe till a pardon help them, and ſome act of 


race deliver them, knowing that mercy is the only alay in Divine 
Jedginens whil't ſin is burnt up, and the ſinnet ſaved. But over 
and above all this, Penitents ate not the men Indigna ion looks for, 


whom wrathful Judgments enquire after; but they be other men, 


better men, new men: And God will not ſtrike the men he loves, 
inſtead of thoſe he hates ( and be gives no chance blos, and in 
that ſenſe hits none againſt his will) npr can he be ever angry with 
thoſe with whom his Soul is well- pleaſed. God was wroth, and is 


ſtill with the Idolatrous , Diſobedient, Rebellious, Covenant- 


breakers , Proud, Lyars, Covetous, Hypocritical, Unchaticable, 
Wrathful, Revengeful, Unclean , Drunken, Swearing , Sabbath- 
breaking, and profane men, & c. Bur the true Penitents are men 
fearing God, humbling themſelves, meek, merciful, ceaſing to do 
evil, learning to do well, and God will have metcy upon them. 
Such were ſome of you , but ye are waſted, &c, If the Plague 
was ſent amongſt us tocondemn Sin, and to awaken us to Righre- 
ouſneſs, then ro the truly Penicent the work and errand of the 
Plague is done before it come to them ; and in mercy it may be 
diſcharged from any further attendance upon them, or troubling of 
them; and that Meſſenger of Heavens black Rod, may make this 
true Return of the Writt into the higheſt Court, concerningeve- 
ry one in particular which he received co Arreſt, and Attach ſuch or 
ſuch a ſinner, he being now truly penitent, that the man there 
ſpecified, Nox eft inventw ; the Penitenc is no ſuch manner of 
man, who can truly ſay, Ege non ſums ego; and ſo inſtead of an 
Arreſt, he may deliver him his Quietus eff. | 

' Laſtly , To leave doubt no ing, and to demonſtrate my 


confidence nothing vain, let but the Repentance m 


conſidered, and who then with both bands will not write Antidote 
tbereon, and ſo laying it to his beatt, cry out, O then healing Pe- 
tien, why took 1 thee no ſooner ! GY 
However try, O England, try the vertue of true Repenranicez to 
be ſure ir cannot hurt thee, but by Gods grace it may heal thee, not 
only of this Plague, but of more deadly and eternal ones, which 
will further appear in the conſidetation, * » 4 11 
D ir 
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Firſt, Of its Spring. Thoſe healing waters iffue from the 
touches of Gods own Spirit upon rocky hearts, When God ſmote 


Ephraims heart, then Ephraim (more upon his Thigh; when God 


touches the ſtone, then the ſtone trends and breaks, when God 
Jayes Sin, and Law, and Judgments to heart, then poor Penitents 
lay them to heart, and God will be highly pleaſed, when men bring 
him in Sacrifice, the firſtruics of bis own Spirit; who knowing 
the very mind of bis Spirit, Rom.$.24. will by no means overlook 
the works of his own Spirit, when wrought after his own mind. 
He will well pleaſe bimſelf with the opzrations of his own tight 
hand. He beheld the ĩſſues of the firſt Creation, and behold they 
were all good, and well-liking; and be will not caſt a more unfa- 
vourable eye upon thoſe of the new and ſecond Creation. Did 
he ever defpife a broken and a contrite ſpirit, ſince there was ſuch 
a Sacrifice to offer to him in the World > which the Prophet, as 
knowing his mind, ſayes plainly, O Lord, thou wilt net deſpiſe. 


Secondly, To enſure it a Peace-offering , Penitents have an Al- 
tar whereon to ſanctiſie that Sacrifice, Aaron took 4 Cenſer, and 
put fire therein, and incenſe thereon, to mabe an atonement for the 
people when Gods wrath was gone ont, and when the Plagne was be- 
gun, eAnd be ſlond between the living and the dead, and ſo the 
Plague was ſtayed, Numb.16.46,48. Avd David built an Al- 
tar, and offered Burnt-offerings and peace-offerrags, and ſo the Plague 
was ftayed, 2 Sam. 24. 25. And the Lord he was graciouſly en- 
treated, We have a better Altar built by Davids God, an Altar, 
who was Davids, and is our Lord, Heir. 3.10. upon which a bro- 
ken heart is full of ſavour, of a ſweet ſmell in the Noſtrils of the 
moſt High. Thus perfume thy ſelf, O England, thete offer up 
the ſacrifice of a conttite ſpirit, and thy Plague will ceaſe. 


- "Thirdly ., The faithful promiſe of him who cannot lye, which is. 
Yea and Amen, doth warrant my confidence of the acceptation of 
true Repencence,wbich the Lord, if he receive it not for its worth, 
yet he will reward it becauſe of his word, who never yet broke his 
word, or forgot his promiſe. Try, and truſt him {( O-Eng/and ) 
upon his word; Kiſs the Sun in that glocious ray of ING a 
| 2.Chron.. 
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2'Chron.7.14. If my people which are called by my name , (tall 
humble — hy —— and ſerch my face, and turn from their 
wicked wayes, then will I bear from Heaven, and forgive their fins, 
and heal their Land. So, Per. 18. 7,8. At what inſtant I ſhall 
ſpeak, concerning a Nation, and concerning 4 Kingdom, to pluck up, 
and to pull down, and to deſtroy. If that Nation againſt whom 1 
have pronounc t, tarn from their evil, I will repent of the evil which 
I thought to do unto them, 


Laſily, Allexperience is on the fide of this Truth , and pro» 
claims Repentance ſoveraignly Antidotical. Was ever Repen- 
tance hid from Gods eyes in deſtroying, till it was hid from a peo- 
ples eyes in ſinning? Did ever any not find a place for ſalvation , 
who found a place for Repentance > Did ever 1/rae/ repent tru- 
ly, and yet in vain > When Chriſt threatned his Church at Eybe- 
ſns, Rev. 2. to come quickly, and remove their Candleſtick , he 
barracado'd them with a double breaſt-work againſt the aſſaults and 
on · ſets of his threarned Judgments, in the ingemination of this 
bleſſed Proviſo, Except ye repent, Except ye repent ; ſo for our en- 
couragement and example it is ſaid of N:neveb, Jonah 3.10. God 
ſaw their works, and they turned from their evil wayes; 2 
repented of the evil that he ſaid be would do unte them, he 
did it net, x 

Methinks, by this time, you will not ſay that this is but one 
Doctors opinion, but rather confeſs it worth the taking, But with- 
all, you perhaps may heſitate about the getting of it down,becauſe 
ſo many are concernedof ſo differing complexions , palates and 
humors in the taking thereof; and therefore may demand, if ſome 


- diſgult it, and ſome ſpill ic as water on the ground, whil't others 


kick and ſpit at it, yet what ſhallthey do who like it ſo well, as 
to cry and call for more thereof? what hope is there for ſuch who 
thus hunger aftet righteouſneſs > what hope is there for ſuch in an 
evil day ? or what can they do ? 


Firf , Theartily recommend to all ſuch, the ſpiric, principle, 
and practice of Feſbua, lively breathing, and patterning us in his 
24 Chapter, ver. 15. If it ſeem _ unte you to ſerve — 

2 ons be 
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chooſe you, &c. but as for me, I and my houſe will ſervethe Lord, 
Let Lot berighteous, though Sodem blow the Coals, and kindle 
the flames of his anger, who is a conſuming fire. Lt Noah every 
way preach Righteouſneſs, though the Sun of Righteouſneſs ex - 
hale from the helliſh fo2gs of the old Worlds fins, from their finks 
and lakes, and puddles of pollution, enough to pour down a deluge 
of wrathful deſtruction upon tbem, and to open the Treaſures of 
the deeps that the flood may ſpring in upon them, and God will 
Zear and Inark-them through the tenderneſs of his loving - kind- 
neſſes, and the carefulneſs of his all-waking Providences, 


Secondly, Let them have a lively fellowſhip with that fatherly and 
ſoul-like ſpiric of good Jerem:ah, whoſe ſoul wept in fecret places 
for their pride (which ſtop't their ears by ſhutting the doors of 
their hearts) whoſe eyes wept ſore, and tun down withtears, Jer. 
13.18. Have you not ſeen the delirious ſinging of dying men, tune 
the hearrs of their friends to lamentation, and turn their eyes to 
bitter weeping ? Thoſe who are well, being pained ſo much the 
more, becauſe the ſick ſeem to feel ſo little, or none at all (Death 
in their inſeuſibleneſs making triumph on the ſeizure of their ſen- 
ſes, and ſhewing the ſpoils thereof} let then the inſenſ{iblenzſs of 
others under their ſin- bred ficknels, fill you with the greater ſenſe 
thereof; and let their rejoycing in evil, make you ſorry at your very 
hears, and being made Prieſts to God, Rev. 1. 6. by the great 
high Prieſt , get between the Porch, and the Altar, and weep out, 
Spare this people, O Lord, &c. and beſides the dutiful yearnings of 
your bowels over the afflicted, how can you forget that by ſpecial 
order from Heaven, they were all mark'c for preſetv: tion, who did 
ſigh and cry for the abominations that were done in the Land | 
Ezek.9.4. | 


- Thirdly, Let ſuch well weigh in their hearts, thit when Gods 
burning anger blazed higheſt, and ſcorch*c hotteſt; and when his- 
compaſſionate ſparing, and forgiveneſs reach't loweſt; yet then he 
refuſed not to his holy, humble, faithful, obedient , and dutiful 
ones; their own Souls for à prey: though Noah, Jeb, and Daniel 
were init, they ſhould deliver neithet Sons nor Daughters , = 
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their own fouls, Numb. 14, The conſcience of which with 
humble confidence, put that queſtion into father Abrahams mouth, 
wilt tho de ſtroy the rigbteaut with the wicked ? which he in 
part (and God in the whole) put as it were out of queſtion, ſay- 
ing. That be far from thee, to ſlay the righteous with the wicked, 
Gen. 18. when, beſides themſelves, Ten righreous perſons might 
have ſaved Sodow from its ſulphurous conflagration. Some may 
fall in the Wilderneſs, that all may be warned, and nor e ſecure ; 
others, like Daves before a (torm may hatten home, love ſnatching 
them away from the evil to come; but God will ſpare his rem- 
nant ; and though he bring them through the fire, he will alſo bring 


them out of the fice for his glory. 


Foxrthly , Let all ſuch, amid the Infection on earth, air their 
Souls well in Heaven , and let their ſolicude haſten their dwelling 
in the ſecret of the moſt High, making by faith God their Friend, 
and Chriſt theit next Neighbour (having their Converſation in 
Heaven in and with him) and the Spirit their Comforter, and 
their Counſellor ; the cloſer they be ſhut up, let them open the 
doors of their hearts ſo mnch the wider for the King of glory,who 
having taken our fins, ſears not catching, will not refrain viſiting 
our dwellings, but the rather come, and ſup the oftner with us, be- 
cauſe of any other Infection. Let all ſuch refrain evil company, 
leſt ſin prove catching, the Mother-plague of all: And let them 
keep a good dyer, never going out faſting, but feed upon Chriſt in 
his promiſes next their hearts, and all day long; which faith can 
well dizeſt, and love can make thereof the richeſt of Feaſts; and 
let them alwayes be abounding in the work of the Lord, being rich 
in good works, that when, and how, and whereſoever the Lord 
come, they being found well-doing,may be found of him in peace 
Let them drive a quick Trade with Heaven, that their inward man 
may grow rich and proſper z_ and when there is none bue Chtiſt, he 


| will be enough, be will be all things, and turn a dying Chamber in- 


to a Bridal Chamber for their Souls; and by his love make bimſelf 
dearer to them than life, in that when all forſake , and are depart- 
ing, he will never leave nor forſake them, but out- ſtay ſorrow; 
licknels, pain and death, and all with their Souls. 

Fiftbly, 


(28) 

'F:febly, Let ſuch get the blood of the Paſſeover on their bearts, 
as of old it Was on the bouſes of I fra: When I ſee the blood, 
ſaith the Lord, I will paſs over you, and the Plague ſhall not come 
moh you to deſtroy you, Exod. 1 2. 13. Make Chriſt your Paſſeover 
whom God hath made ſo ; and by freſh. a&s of faith beſptinkle 
not only the Poſts of your hearts doors, but your ſelves all over 
wich his blood; and let it be to God ſor a token that you are of 
another nature, heart, ſpirit, and way from them, who will go on 
by fin to provoke the Holy One of ſrae/; how can the deſtroying 
Angel ſtrike through that blood ? what weapon hath he that can 
look it in the face with defiance ? If he do (mite at you, he dates 
not, for fear of your Father, ſtrike, or touch your Souls; at molt, 
and worſt, he can but reach, and give one half of you the blow, 


and that by far the leaſt half coo; your immortal part is invulne- 


rable, and out of danger. 


To conclude at laſt, let not ſuch loſe the Royalty of the pro- 
miſe for want of faith and helineſs. Unbclief (ops the mouth of 
the promiſe, or rather the ear of the heart, and unholineſs turns 
the voyce and ſound thereof quite another way, Pſal.g1. He that 
dwells in the ſecret of the moſt High, ſhall abide wnder the ſhadow 
of the eAlmighty, He ſhall cover thee with bu feathers , and 
under his wings ſhals thow truſt, his Truth ſhall be thy Buck/er 
and Shield ; thou ſhalt mat be afraid for the Peſtilence, neither ſhall 
the Plague come nigh thy dwelling, Mal.3. And 1 will ſpare 
them, 7005 the Lord, 4s 4 man ſpares his own ſon that ſerves 


. 

And ſo (my dear Friend) not knowing which I have moſt 
out- run, your patience, or my own purpoſe, in this ſo long-winded 
a Diſcourſe, my tedious Line once ac laſt , is drawing to a full 
point; though you ſee inſtead of receiving a Letter, you will find 
your ſelf in my Book. 

I ſhall pray out the reſt, begging with all my heart that the Sun 
himſelf would pleaſe to light you to this ſhadow, and brood your 
Soul under the Almighties feathers, till fledg d with grace, it may 
mount up with more and better than Eagles, or Angels wings to 
its reſt, in the boſom of eternal love; and hide you, and yu 


(29) 

all over, under this buckler and ſhield, for an everlaſting defence, 
that ſo walled about with Heaven, you may ſay to Fear, Dan- 
ger, Plague, Peſtilence, yea, to Death it ſelf, though dreſt up with 
Terrors, and armed with Horrors , Where ate now your Teeth, 
Stings and Talons? what can pollibly be your piteous and ſorry 
victory? ſince by faith trampling on the head of the great red 
Dragon, and triumphing over the gates of Hell and Death in Jeſus 
Chriſt, I am more than a Conqueror through him who hath loved 
me ; And that no fatherly heart may be ſo tenderly Willing,no hand 
ſo dextrous and ready to ſpare a ſerving Son ( who cannot well 
be ſpared ): as the Lord may be to ſpare you and yours, through our 
Saviour and Redeemer, Amen, Amen; and ſol reſt, 


Sept. 3. hen the ſlain 
of the Loyd in one Your Loving Friend, 
week like 7thouſand 
Arguments,wrefted C. N. 


this out of my hand. 


FINIS. 


